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INITIAL APPLICATION FORM

	Use Block Capitals please

1   Name………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel No. (Home)………………… (Work)…………………….. (Mobile)…………………………......

Herd No……………………………………….Flock No…………………………………………….

REPS Applicant?  Yes     (  )         No    (  )     

REPS Planners Name…………………………………………………………………………………

Tel No:-Work/Mobile………………………………….E-mail………………………………………

Organic Advisor’s Name……………………………………….

Tel No:-Work/Mobile………………………………….E-mail………………………………………

Northern Ireland Organic Aid Scheme? Yes (  )         No  (  )

Address of Holding(s) if different from above

1……………………………………………     2………………………………………………………

……………………………………………..     ………………………………………………………….

	Is this a:- New Application    (  )         Extension of lands under Inspection & Certification Scheme (  )

Transfer of Lands                  (  )

Are all lands, livestock etc under your management?       Yes   (  )                          No   (  )

If not, please describe circumstances……………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Have you every been certified by another certification body?       Yes   (  )                            No   (  )

Did the previous Certification Body revoke your licence?            Yes   (  )                            No   (  )

If Yes please state the reasons._________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please state the reasons for transferring from another Certification Body

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2. ACREAGE (Please specify ‘acres’ or ‘hectares’)

	Current Symbol………         Current Conversion……….        Extension Acreage………

[To be completed only by those seeking extensions to land already under the Inspection & Certification Scheme]

Total acreage you are bringing into conversion………….

Non organic Acreage………. (Remaining land which you do not intend converting at present)

Total land owned _______________ 

Total land rented/leased in________________ Total land rented/leased out ____________________

Is there an official lease in place? _________________________________________________________

How long is the lease for? (You must have a 5 year lease in place)________________________________

Is any of the above area leased in a con-acre system? __________________________________________




Note: If applying to Supplementary Measure 6 (Organic Farming Measure), of the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS), it is important that acreage figure applied for under your REPS Plan, corresponds with that applied for ‘in Conversion’ under the IOFGA Inspection & Certification Scheme.

	3. LAND USE (Please indicate the enterprises on acreage you propose entering for Conversion)

	
Beef                                                                                Vegetables/Herbs

Sheep                                                                              Protected Crops

Dairy Products                                                               Top/Soft Fruit

Pigs                                                                                Woodland

Poultry                                                                           Conservation

Arable Crops                                                                  Other


4. CONVERSION PLAN
A
 Please outline a 5 year conversion/development plan for your holding. It is advisable that you seek advice from an organic specialist before drawing up this plan. A plan should:

i) briefly describe the holding, the present/future cropping and livestock enterprises and the plans you intend putting into practice in order to meet the Standards for Organic Food and Farming in Ireland. Livestock producers should include details of tag no. or other identification mark for each animal, indicate whether male or female animal, age of animal and whether born on the farm (a copy of your Department of Agriculture Bovine Herd Register and or Sheep/Goat/Pig Register may be used for this purpose);

ii) it must demonstrate how a sustainable and viable organic unit will be achieved
iii) be based upon the results of a recent full soil analysis, (soil analysis results should give recommendations for organic farming)
iv) for livestock producers a Conversion

for horticultural producers a Conversion
plan should include the following areas

plan should include the following areas
- grassland management in an organic system
-      rotations

- grazing/crop rotation, weed control


-      manure management

- nutrient inputs, fertility maintenance

-      heavy metals

- livestock welfare and housing


-      supplementary nutrients

- veterinary care




-      Weed control and

- a certified Faecal Examination report based       
-      plant pest and disease control.

  on faecal sampling of 10% of the herd/flock

- feed requirements and

- Establishment of organic stock.

Refer to the appropriate sections of the Standards for Organic Food and Farming in Ireland relevant to your enterprise.

There are some more guidance notes below to assist you in the completion of a conversion plan.

CONVERSION PLAN GUIDELINES

The conversion plan must be supplied with the application documentation and must cover the period of a complete rotation and must include the following, as applicable (see also 1.03 and 1.05) - the Conversion Plan must be signed by the applicant:

Historical Data (i.e. The holding as managed 'conventionally', i.e. prior to its entry to conversion to organic production)

a)
Physical Characteristics of Holding

Give a description of the holding and its physical characteristics - soil type, drainage, fencing, etc.  Outline the positive and negative qualities of the holding including known-farm problems such as Blackleg, etc.  Describe the exact size of the land area; whether in one or more parcels; whether there are any sites on the land which are deemed to be of archaeological interest or areas of conservation value, e.g. woodlands, wetlands, archaeological sites etc.

b)
Current Cropping, Soil Fertility & Weed Control

Describe the current cropping plan on the holding.  Indicate the types of all crops currently produced on the holding. Describe current soil fertility levels and attach the most recent soil analyses for the holding.  Explain how soil fertility has been maintained to date.  Explain how weed control has been handled to date.

c)
Livestock Enterprises
Indicate the types/numbers of conventional livestock enterprises currently on the holding and describe in detail the current type of animal housing/outdoor shelter in place.  Give the length of overall winter housing period if appropriate.  Give details of current stock including breed and system (i.e. sucklers - weanlings, stores - finishers etc.)  Describe the current average annual veterinary routine including names of products used.  Please describe the manure management systems which you operate.

d)
Conventional Enterprises

If there are conventionally managed enterprises on the holding which are to be maintained (i.e. after the holding has entered formal conversion to organic production), these must be specified in detail, e.g. conventional mushroom enterprise; conventional nursery enterprise, etc.  There are specific conditions pertaining to the maintenance of conventionally managed enterprises on an organic holding which will be outlined at the time of the physical inspection of the holding by the Authorised Inspector.

Future Management (i.e. how the Holding will Convert to Organic Production and the Organic Management Practices which will be utilised)

a)
General

The Plan must demonstrate how a sustainable organic unit will be achieved.  Give a brief overall outline of the proposed organic enterprises for the holding.

b)
Crop rotation/cropping plan - outline a proposed crop rotation/crop plan for the holding, as appropriate.  Supply a rotation for a three year period for each field, indicating the crop type (i.e. alliums, brassicas, etc). Ensure a programme for the supply of nutrients to the plants is included.

c)
Soil Fertility Maintenance.   Explain how soil fertility levels will be maintained using organic management methods.  Outline a plan for spreading manure together with a full description of areas given over to crop production.

d)
Grazing rotation. Outline a clean grazing policy which is demonstrated by a system of rotating animals to avoid re-infestation of stock.  Field boundaries and access to water may need to be improved to achieve this.  

e)
Weed, pest and disease control in cultivated areas and grassland.  Describe how these elements will be handled on the organic unit in both cultivated areas and grassland.

f) Livestock management system - outlined proposed stock type/s, numbers.

g) Feed-how winter feed requirements will be met vis a vis the requirements of the organic Standards during the Conversion period (i.e. set out a proposed feed regime to include type, anticipated source and status [status = certified organic; certified in-conversion; conventional] of feedstuffs to be used); type of system proposed, e.g. Stores - Finishers, etc.  Describe the proposed manure management system in detail including a description of installations for storage of livestock manure.

h)
Animal Housing Plan - all applicants who in-winter must supply a detailed sketch map of proposed Animal Housing as detailed in the Application Form and must provide a full description of the installations for the storage of livestock manure (as above).  Applicant must also supply a plan for spreading manure, together with a full description of the areas given over to crop production and - where appropriate - as regards the spreading of manure, the written arrangements with other holdings complying with the provisions of Regulation 2092/91 as amended.  Plans for animal housing must include the exact dimensions of all housing units together with an indication of proposed numbers of stock to be housed.

i)
Animal bedding arrangements/materials.  Specify exact materials to be used which must be in conformity with the requirements of these standards. Refer to 4.07.

j)
Enclose an Animal Health Plan, preferably drawn up in consultation with a veterinary surgeon, to include vaccines which will be required for specific disease where known farm disease problems exist, etc (see Application Form for details).  All other proposed veterinary treatments must also be specified such as products for parasite control (it is understood that unforeseen emergencies will arise which cannot be specified here - such situations will be dealt with by IOFGA as they arise during the conversion period).  Specific requests for specific veterinary treatments must then be repeated under m) Restricted Practices below.

k)
Fencing - Describe adjustments which will take place to fencing if required (i.e. to ensure that all farm boundaries are stockproof).  Outline a timescale for such adjustments.

l)
Water - Explain sources of water for irrigation and for watering stock.

m)
Outline management plans for areas of conservation value, e.g. woodlands, wetlands, archaeological sites etc on the holding.

n) Restricted Practices - List all restricted practices for which permission will be required (e.g. Blackleg vaccine, etc).  Where permission is required for vaccination for specific disease such as Blackleg, a letter of confirmation from the Veterinary Surgeon is required confirming that a known-farm-problem exists and details of the proposed product/s to be used.

PLEASE ALSO SUBMIT A COPY OF REPS PLAN
5. FARM MAP
Please supply a 6 inch and 25 inch Ordinance Survey maps of the farm, indicating the position of the fields as on your Field Record Schedule (refer to question no 6).

The following colour codes should be used:

(i) External boundaries are edged in red (a copy map with an edged black boundary shall be line marked red outside the black)

(ii) Rivers, streams, drains, ponds should be shown by blue line.

(iii) Internal boundaries between fields should be shown by yellow/green or dashed black line

(iv) Areas excluded for Conversion, in year of application should be edged green and marked excluded.

(v) Commercial forestry area should be edged red and marked C/F excld.
6.  LIVESTOCK DETAILS

	Category
	No of stock currently on holding
	Anticipated number of Stock during conversion

	Dairy Cows
	
	

	Followers 0-12mts
	
	

	Followers 12-24 mts
	
	

	Bulls
	
	

	Suckler Cows
	
	

	Followers 0-12mts
	
	

	Followers 12-24 mts
	
	

	Finishers over 24mts
	
	

	Ewes
	
	

	Weathers/Hoggets
	
	

	Rams
	
	

	Lambs
	
	

	Sows
	
	

	Gilts & Boars
	
	

	Fattening Pigs
	
	

	Goats
	
	

	Deer (Sitka & Fallow)
	
	

	Poultry (Layers)
	
	

	Poultry (Table Birds)
	
	

	Poultry (Turkeys)
	
	

	Horses
	
	

	Foals
	
	


 7 Standards

Have you made yourself aware of the following rules?

All livestock must be managed organically while in conversion?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Livestock must be housed in compliance with the standards during conversion (This includes space and bedding requirements?)

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Livestock must be fed in accordance with the organic standards during conversion?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

The permitted levels of non-organic feedstuffs allowed?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

All non-organic compound ration and genetically modified feed is strictly prohibited while in conversion?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

That routine dosing is strictly prohibited and that a veterinary certificate must accompany all veterinary permission requests?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

The use of chemical spray’s and fertiliser’s are prohibited?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

The IOFGA record book must be kept up to date at all times?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

If organic seed are not available a seed derogation form must be submitted prior to the purchase of non-organic untreated seed?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

The purchase of non-organic stock is a prohibited practice? [In exceptional circumstances permission may be granted to purchase maiden heifers/ewe lambs (female replacement stock that have never given birth to offspring) for breeding purposes only]

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

You must attend at least two farm walks during your first year of conversion?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Is there forestry on your holding?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Is yes, is the forestry part of the organic enterprise?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

If not, is it securely fenced?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Is it managed by a forestry management company?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Are chemicals used to control weeds, grass etc?

Yes
(  )
No   (  )

N/A  (  )

Where are these chemicals stored?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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	DECLARATION
I hereby declare that:

· All the information supplied in this application form is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate, and that all relevant information has been supplied.

· I have read the IOFGA Standards for Organic Food & Farming in Ireland and confirm that the provisions of the relevant standards contained therein have been observed from the date of application and will be henceforth. I also agree to comply with all standards including any updates that are published in the Certification News or other official documentation

· I will allow IOFGA inspectors and other authorised personnel full access to my operation and relevant records and documents during normal working hours, in order that they can check compliance with the IOFGA Standards. Inspection visits will normally be arranged at a mutually convenient time, but spot check/ unannounced inspections may be carried out.

· I will provide any information requested by the inspector and certification staff in order for an accurate assessment of my operation to be made. I understand that IOFGA will treat all information received in the strictest confidence.

· I will allow IOFGA inspectors or authorised personnel to take samples (for example meat, soil, grain, and plant material) from the holding, and pass these on to third parties for testing.  I understand that IOFGA will treat all information received in the strictest confidence.

· I will fully comply with the labelling requirements when referring to organic production, or when using the IOFGA Symbol on any of the packaging or marketing material. I understand that IOFGA symbol is a registered trademark and must only be used in association with the fully organic products listed on your licences or certificate of registration.

· I will ensure that the IOFGA trademark is not used in a misleading manner, and is only portrayed in accordance with published guidelines. 

· I understand the requirements and obligations of my license with IOFGA. I am fully aware that any breach of the IOFGA Standards could lead to the termination of my licence. Where corrective action is required in order for my licence to be issued/renewed I agree to undertake this corrective action to verify compliance with the IOFGA Standards. I also agree that I may have to incur additional inspections to demonstrate compliance with IOFGA’s Standards at my own expense.

· I will pay all licensing fees, as published by IOFGA, in accordance with its terms of business. I also understand that other fees may apply if additional inspections are required, or if an agreed inspection date is cancelled within less that five working days notice.

· If I wish to lapse from IOFGA’s Inspection & Certification Scheme I will undertake to provide written notice at least 1 month before the license expiry date.

· I/We declare that I/We have not been convicted of an offence under the Animal Remedies Acts 1993 or related Orders, nor have I/We been convicted of any offences in relation to my/our agricultural activities. 

Having checked the information recorded in this application form, I am satisfied that, to the best of my knowledge, the information supplied is correct and has been accurately recorded.  I undertake to inform IOFGA of any major changes that may be made from time to time and to correct any specified deviation or irregularity or supply the information required.
FULL NAME(S) in Block Capitals:_____________________________________________________

SIGNED:___________________________________________________________________________

DATE:______________________________________________________________________________



	N.B.    Please return the completed form and relevant payment (see list of charges on the sheet headed IOFGA Operating and Application Procedures, together with

1. Conversion/Development Plan- this must be signed by operator;

2. Soil Analysis Results;

3. Application fee-Please make cheque payable to IOFGA.

4. 6 inch and 25/50 inch Ordnance Survey Maps;

5. Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development ORG 1 Form;

6. Faecal Parasite Examination Report and detailed Health Plan. This plan must be signed off by a veterinary surgeon. 

7. A simple sketch map of your entire holding

8. A detailed plan of your animal housing including the dimensions of each shed and the number of animals that can be housed in each shed.

9. Copy of REPS Plan and schedule of area (s)

10. Any other documentation to support your application.

To the Inspection and Certification Scheme 

IOFGA

Main Street

Newtownforbes

Co. Longford

Tel: 043-42495       Fax: 043-42496
Email: iofga@eircom.net



9. 
Please supply DIRECTIONS to your farm (Please include 1-25000 O.S map highlighting the exact location of you holding):

	………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Space is left below for you to draw a sketch map, of directions to your farm, which may be clearer than the written details above.
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